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November and December Roundtable 
 
Pack 1134 taught a great session on First aid kits for cubs, Scouting for Food had a big 
informational meeting, and Troop 40 brought it all together for Winter camping and what you 
need and to be aware of for it. Thanks to these three groups for hosting a breakout! 
 
For December: 
Pack 449 will hold a breakout. Troop 989 will host Pinewood Derby Car Secrets. Troop 629 will 
lead the Boy Scout Breakout. 



  

FROM THE KEY 3 
Fellow Scouters, 
 
Eric Steindorf, John Roland and I are very excited about the opportunity to be of service. 
 
We have a wonderful team put together at the district and really hope that we can be a resource 
to all units and to continue serving the units with quality training and district events.  Scouting is 
a wonderful program and an engaging one; I would hope that your Scout calendar would include 
the district events and encouragement of the same at your pack/troop/crew level. 
 
Please know that we are receptive to all of your ideas and suggestions for improvement, over the 
years I have always learned more from listening than talking! 
 
Quo vadis?  I would hope that your response would be “to a district function”. 
 
Yours in scouting 
 
  
 
Gregg Brasher 
 
District Chairman 
 

Leader Recognition 

Leaders remember that leader awards count towards Honor Unit! 

DISTRICT NEWS 
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Please join me in congratulating the newest Eagle Scouts of the Chattahoochee District. 
  



From left to right in the picture: 
William Farr - Troop 87 
Collin Cook - Troop 629 
Scott Herrin - Crew 135 
Alex Miller - Troop 463 
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� om Price’s office recently contacted the District concerning Eagle letters. 
 
Tom continues to offer to send Eagle congratulatory letters to any Scout in our District who 
achieves Eagle.  All that is required is for the Troop to notify Tom’s office.  They request that 
instead of sending the notification letters to Tom’s Washington office to send them instead to his 
Canton office (below). 
  
Congressman Tom Price 
Attn: Jennifer Poole 
100 North Street, Suite 150 
Canton, GA  30114 
 
Fax: 678-493-6161 
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Youth Religious Emblems are earned by fewer than 5% of scouts. These represent a significant 
achievement in a scout fulfilling his Duty to God and deepening his relationship with his faith. 

God and Family: Steven Butz (P236), Tommy Jackson (P236)�
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ScoutFest is going to be HUGE!  
What is ScoutFest?  
ScoutFest will be a gathering of scout units of all types from all over the council on October 23rd 
2010to put on a scout show. Our district advocate is Patrick Thompson who will be in touch with 
every unit to find out what you’re going to do for ScoutFest! 
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Chattahoochee District Units participate anytime between NOVEMBER 1 and APRIL 1.  The Atlanta 
Area Council (AAC) is 100% behind SFF. MARCH is  AAC-SFF Month. The need for food is today. 
Scouts get it. 
  
Start now. Plan Ahead.  Be Smart. Get Involved. Lots of support. Lots of Reasons.  
Free BSA-SFF 2010 BAGS  
AAC-SFF Patch for Every Scout that participates.  
ACC Flag Banner for Every Unit with 50% scout participation.  
Special AAC 100 Can SFF Patch for Scouts Collecting 100 Cans.  
Puts a Service Ribbon on your  BSA Year of Celebration Patch.  
Win Prizes in AAC SFF Display Contest.  
Two Honor Unit Points  
Add Service Hours for SFF  
All Invited to March 27 SFF-AAC Celebration  
Visit  www.cdbsa.org/sff    
Budrina Loves CD-SFF Units.  
Happy 100th Anniversary!   
BSA is ALL about Service to Community  
Join SFF. Let us help you help your scouts help your community help people. SFF Wants You! 
  
Show up. Gain Confidence...Meet like minded friends...Learn the How To's...Attend a SFF Roundtable 
Break Out session Nov 12 or Jan 17.  Look for a SFF Webinar coming to a computer near you soon. 
  
Don't Delay.  Keep our CD-SFF "Time Happens" Link handy   
http://www.happycountdown.com/SFF%20is%20Ready/ 



  
Ready? Let's go. Call Today. 
The SFF Committee.    
zboro @ aol.com 
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The Friends of Scouting Campaign for the Atlanta Area Council is drawing to a close.  Currently, the 
Council needs only $10,000 to make its $2.2 million goal.    

            $6,000 of the shortfall comes from the Chattahoochee District.  We are only $3,000 away from 
what is necessary to achieve Quality District. We are certain that we have enough families in the 
Chattahoochee District who would be willing to donate and allow us to make up this deficit.    Here is a 
link for online giving 
https://www.kintera.org/site/apps/ka/sd/donor.asp?c=gkIYLiMSJpE&b=451969&en=cqLEKXPxHaLPK
RPrEfJSL4NMIjLJIUMAJaKMJXMtGfLYLdI. 
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It’s still not too late to insure your unit earns District Honor Unit! Be sure to review the 
requirements www.CDBSA.org/forms/2009HonorUnit-Master.xls and then work to finish up 
those few key items that allows your unit to demonstrate to everyone that you’re providing a 
clearly superior level of program to your scouts.  

 
Events Calendar  
 
Sunday, November 29 Scout Day at the Falcons 

Wednesday, December 2 6:30pm  AAC Commissioner Meeting 

Thursday, December 3 7:00pm  Eagle Boards of Review & Life to Eagle Forum 

Thursday, December 3 7:00pm  District Commissioner Meeting 

Thursday, December 10 7:30pm  OA 

Thursday, December 10 7:30pm  Roundtable 

Saturday, December 12 AAC Shooting Sports 

Saturday, December 12 Recharter Day 

Tuesday, January 5, 2010  School Starts 



Thursday, January 7, 2010 7:00pm  District Commissioner Meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 7:00pm  NLE New Leader Essentials - Boy Scouts 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 7:30pm OA 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 7:30pm  Roundtable 

 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY NEWS 
 

District H&S news 

 
Frequently Asked Questions Concerning the Annual Health and Medical Record  
http://scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/Resources/MedicalFormFAQs.aspx  
 
 

 SCOUT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Cub Scout Leader and Webelos Uniform Rules Update 

Cub Scout and Webelos Leaders Unit Numerals Policy 
It has come to our attention that there has been some 
confusion regarding the correct style of unit numerals for Cub Scouts 
and Webelos uniforms. The current policy is BLUE LOOPS and RED 
NUMERALS  for all Cub Scout and Webelos members (youth and 
adult). 
When the Centennial uniform was first introduced, the color of the unit 
numerals worn was based on shirt color. Shortly after the introduction 
and after the Insignia Guide was printed, the Uniform and Insignia 
committee changed the unit numerals to be a function of program rather 
than shirt color. Since the Insignia Guide cannot be corrected until it is 
reprinted, we're ensuring that all uniform photos and POP materials 
depict the correct usage. 

 

Webelos Troop Visits 



 

If your troop would like its Webelos open house/event listed, send an E-mail to The River 
editor. 

Troop 989 invites Webelos to a join Den-Troop campout at its Iron Chef and Wargames outing 
Nov 20-22nd.  Please contact Mike Melnick at 770-329-3664 with any questions. Troop 989 also 
invites Webelos to visit any Tuesday night at their scout hut at 10920 Woodstock Rd.  Meetings 
begin at 7:00 pm every Tuesday except for Fulton County school holidays. 

Vickery Creek Outing: Roswell Webelos Den Leaders, are you looking for something fun to do 
with your boys over the Thanksgiving holiday?  How about a family friendly hike at Vickery 
Creek in Roswell with Boy Scout Troop 431?  This will be a great chance for your boys to meet 
and interact with our Scouts and parents, and have the boys burn off some excess energy!  Here 
are the details:  This is a family friendly hike (the whole family is welcome to join – but not 
required).  The Hike will be Saturday Nov 28th. The hike start time is 2 pm, and will last about 1 
½ hours, including stops.  There will be at treat for the boys at the end of the hike.  We will meet 
at the lower parking area at the bottom of Mill Street behind the Mill Creek Shops and 
Restaurants just East of Hwy 9 (S Atlanta Street) near downtown Roswell.  Contact Neal Starkey 
either via email (ns1@starkey.net) or phone (404-644-6679) to let us know you are coming. 

Troop 629 November 30th 715PM to 845PM at Mt. Pisgah UMC in the Sanctuary. Webelos will 
participate as members of a patrol for the meeting while the parents attend an informational 
question and answer session with the troop leadership.  Please RSVP to Dave Pendry at  
penderyclan@comcast.net 

Troop 87 welcomes all area Webelos to join them for their  annual Open House, which will be 
held Monday evening December 7th starting at 7:30 PM in the Troop 87 Scout Hut, located 
behind the Roswell First Baptist Church, 710 Mimosa Blvd., Roswell. The event is a chance to 
meet the Troop and get a feel for their high-adventure program (including a zip line) and see 
their youth-led organization in action. Visitors are also welcome at Troop 87 any Monday night 
at 7:30 PM. Please RSVP to John Klustner at John@Klustner.com. 

Blood Mountain Hike Webelos Den Leaders in the Roswell area, it is time to start planning your 
Troop visits.  What better way to get started then to spend a few hours with Troop 431 hiking at 
Blood Mounting on January 2nd, 2010!  Blood Mountain is a on the Appalachian trail in North 
Georgia and is an approximately 1 ½ hour drive to the trail head (north of Dahlonega).  Here are 
the highlights:  We will meet at the Troop 431 scout hut (Roswell United Methodist Church) at 
7:30AM, and return late afternoon.  We’ll distribute maps and make introductions, then drive up 
to trailhead and split into groups if necessary.  Bring a lunch because we will eat and enjoy the 
view.  Our Scouts will supply hot chocolate/cider on the top of the mountain.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for your Scout to meet some of our Scouts, and your family to meet some 
of our families.  Contact Neal Starkey either via email (ns1@starkey.net) or phone (404-644-
6679) to let us know you are coming. 

 OA Ceremonies Team and Announcement 



Greetings from Lowanne Nimat, Chattahoochee's Order of the Arrow Chapter. We are pleased to 
announce that we are training an Order of the Arrow ceremonies team which will be available to 
conduct Cub Scout Crossovers coming up. Our ceremonies team practices tirelessly to ensure a 
quality experience for everyone involved. There is no cost for our services, however, donations 
are appreciated; Our regalia has to be maintained so that we can continue using it! If you are 
interested, please contact our Vice Chief of Indian Affairs, James Deaton 
(jamesdeatonmail@gmail.com) or our adult Chapter Adviser, Mr. Craig Barnwell (770-789-
6471). 

   To all Lowanne Nimat members: If your Troop has an OA representative, please encourage 
him to attend meetings. The point of an OA rep is to act as a bridge between the Troop and the 
Chapter and that includes attending meetings. If your unit does not have an OA rep, please 
consider applying for the position. We encourage all members to attend our meetings, which are 
held on the second Thursday of every month behind Roswell Baptist Chirch at 7:30PM. 

   The next meeting, December 10, will be a Holiday party. All Lowanne Nimat Arrowmen are 
invited. There will be games (including a Wii!) and pizza (please bring money for the pizza) and 
lots of fun and fellowship. We look forward to seeing you there! 

God and Scouting; Youth Religious Medals Opportunity 

When asked where religion came into Scouting and Guiding, Baden-Powell replied, It does not 
come in at all. It is already there. It is a fundamental factor underlying Scouting and Guiding. 
  
One of the key tenets of Scouting is "duty to God." While Scouting does not define religious 
belief for its members, it has been adopted by and works with youth programs of all major faiths. 
Each of the major faiths breeds hope, optimism, compassion, and a belief in a better tomorrow. 
Scouting encourages each young person to begin a spiritual journey through the practice of his 
faith tradition. 
  

 
  
Cub Scouts have the opportunity to earn a Youth Religious Award for participation in youth 
program of his faith. This award is a knot patch and like the Arrow of Light Award is worn on a 
scouting uniform throughout the stages of the scouting program.  In the United States less than 
5% of the scouts earn this prestigious award, which makes it all the more special. Faiths vary in 
their execution guidelines and requirements for the award, but in each case it requires a passion 
and commitment from a group of volunteers.  
  
We are happy to announce that group of passionate volunteers will be running the following 
Protestant programs starting January 2010: 
·          God and Me                Grades 1-3   (Roswell First Presbyterian. Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 
January 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th) 
·          God and Family          Grades 4-5   TBD 



·          God and Church         Grades 6-8   (Roswell United Methodist. Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
January 7th – March 25th) 
·          God and Life              Grades 9-12 TBD 
  
If you are interested, please contact us (before Nov 30th):  juha.m.harkonen@hotmail.com 
                                                                                                                                
Due to pent up demand in the district classes are filling up quickly, but we are already planning 
for a second run later in 2010. 
  
We would very much like to hear from families that belong to any faith and help in finding a 
program that will meet your spiritual needs. 

Ad Altere Dei 

The Ad Altare Dei Award is the Religious Emblem program for Catholic Boy Scouts who have 
completed the sixth grade and who have been active in their Troop for at least 6 months.  A class 
that meets at 4:30 pm on alternating Mondays has begun.  Please contact Bill Leach at 404-717-
7706 or bill@digileach.com for more details. 

 

Chattahoochee Nature center Merit Badge Clinics 

The Chattahoochee Nature Center will have merit badge clinics for the following Merit badges 
and dates: 

Mammal Study MB – December 6 and March 14 

Nature MB – April 25 

ScoutFest Theme Contest 

The Big Idea 

ScoutFest 2010 will culminate a year of celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. We would like suggestions for a distinctive theme for ScoutFest 2010, which will take 
place at Cobb Galleria Centre on October 23, 2010. We need your help! 

Who May Participate? 

Any registered Cub Scout/Webolos, Boy Scout/Varsity Scout, or Venturer/Explorer member in 
the Atlanta Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Contest Deadline. All entries must be 
submitted prior to midnight, December 31, 2009. 

Chance to Win Valuable Prizes! 



First 500 entries receive a ScoutFest promotional patch. Enter now! 

Grand Prize - Enter the winning theme and receive a $60 gift certificate to the Council Scout 
Shop.  

Honorable Mentions - Two runners up will each receive a $30 Scout Shop gift certificate.  

Program Level Recognition - One ScoutFest T-shirt will be awarded to the best entry from each 
of three program levels.  

How to Enter 

Learn more about ScoutFest and the BSA 100th Anniversary by browsing the information and 
links  http://www.scoutfestatl.org/themecontest/ .  

Enter the contest at  http://www.scoutfestatl.org/themecontestentry/   

Be sure to fill in the required information along with your two suggested theme ideas. Then click 
"Submit Entry" to send us your ideas. Remember, only one entry allowed per person. 

Official Rules at  
http://www.scoutfestatl.org/assets/ScoutFest%20Theme%20Contest%20Instructions.pdf  

 

National Youth Leadership Training - Staff Interviews 

The Atlanta Area Council (AAC) Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 2009 National Youth 
Leadership Training (NYLT) staff interview process has started. One way to hone a scout’s 
leadership skills even further is to be selected to serve on a NYLT staff. This year’s process 
begins with a scout completing an online application which is available through the NYLT web 
site (following the staff tab). The staff interviews will be conducted at the AAC Volunteer 
service center (VSC) on Dec 13, 2009.  

Those filling out the online application will be confirmed for a specific arrival time to help 
facilitate and minimize the impact for all that may apply. To serve on this staff does require a 
significant personal enthusiastic commitment but the service they provide to their fellow scouts 
will be re-paid many times over during their lifetime. However, not all qualified scouts can be 
selected as there are only a limited number of spaces available. If your scout is a NYLT 
graduate, at least 14 and can really make the required commitment please have them go online 
and complete the process prior to Dec 10, 2009. This year’s participant registration will open on 
line by the end of January 2010. 

Scouting Stamp and Service to Soldiers 
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In 2010, the year of our 100th Anniversary, the Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) will receive an incredible honor from the United 
States Postal Service (USPS) in the form of a "Celebrate Scouting" 
stamp. A tribute to the impact of a century of Scouting on the 
American landscape, the stamp will become widely available 
during the summer of 2010. 

Since 1910, Scouting has served young people and their families 
through a program of values-based leadership and character. Continuing the BSA's long tradition 
of service and good turns, we will bring deeper purpose to the Celebrate Scouting stamp by 
sending letters and care packages to the military men and women serving our country overseas. 
Also included in this effort are the many veterans who have honorably served our country 
throughout the years. Join us in the effort! 

You can start today by visiting the USPS Web site, where you 
will find important guidelines and information for keeping in 
touch with our troops overseas. And, you'll find a toolkit of 
information to support your efforts, below! 

Scouts, BSA staff, volunteers — or anyone who'd like to join our 
effort — are invited to explore the following resources. There are 
an array of tools to help you develop a thoughtful letter or care 
package that reminds our troops how much we appreciate and value their service. 

See  http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/100YearsStamp.aspx for details. 



Stop the Alien Plant Invasion! 
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� All, 

This is an announcement of the fifth annual attack on the alien invasive plants in the 
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, scheduled for March 6, 2010, to coincide with 
the National Alien Invasive Plant Awareness Week.   Location within the park will be announced 
later.   

 You can register early by clicking  http://www.goodturn.net/  

Nearly Free SAT/ACT prep Software for Scouts 

NFL and MLB players support eKnowledge donation of free SAT/ACT software to Boy Scouts 
of America families 

In alliance with the Boy Scouts of America, eKnowledge is offering SAT and ACT test prep 
programs valued at $200, free to Boy Scout families. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance is 
made up of educationally focused foundations, as well as a group of professional athletes from 
the National Football League and Major League Baseball that includes Warrick Dunn and 
Chipper Jones. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has provided more than 120,000 
SAT/ACT prep programs to families all over the United States.  

“I believe in using my gifts and public image to help the community,” said Chipper Jones, six-
time All-Star and future Hall of Fame baseball player.  

Now in its fourth year, the eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has donated more than $26 million 
of SAT/ACT test preparation programs. In response to the donation, eKnowledge has received 
more than 40,000 thank-you letters from those who have benefited from the test preparation 
programs. The PowerPrep™ program helps prepare students to take the exams and increases 
student confidence, which can result in higher test scores and thousands of dollars in 
scholarships. 

EKnowledge recently announced the arrival of the new v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ software; 
v6x was in development for more than two years at a cost of $1.5 million. It includes more than 
20 hours of video instruction, 3,000 files of supplemental test prep material, thousands of 
interactive diagnostic tools, sample questions, practice tests, and graphic teaching illustrations. 
The new PowerPrep™ v6x software is Mac- and PC-compatible. 



Families interested in obtaining the FREE $200 v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ Programs may 
order online at www.eknowledge.com/bsa or by calling 951-256-4076.  

There is a fee of $13.84 (per standard program) which enables eKnowledge to provide technical 
and customer support, registration, licensure, processing, handling, and worldwide shipping. This 
nominal fee allows the sponsorship alliance to continue helping thousands of students each year. 

For more information, please contact Lori Caputo, ESA Programs, at 
LoriCaputo@eknowledge.com  or 951-256-4076. 

 

CPR Saturday 

See training section 

NASA Site for Scouts 

 
N.A.S.A. stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

We just created a page for NASA’s Space Place website (http://spaceplace.nasa.gov). Become a 
Fan on our Facebook page at: http://facebook.com/nasaspaceplace. Follow us on Twitter at: 
http://twitter.com/nasaspaceplace  

The Space Place is an extensive, content-rich Website for upper elementary age kids, their 
teachers, parents, and anyone else who likes a simple, readable, fun presentation of a wide range 
of space and Earth science and technology topics. Most of the site is great for kids to explore on 
their own, with interactive games, hands-on projects, and fun facts.  

We just created a page for SciJinks website (http://scijinks.jpl.nasa.gov/weather/). Become a Fan 
on our Facebook page at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/scijinks/148950091558?ref=share. 
Follow us on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/scijinks 

"SciJinks" (http://scijinks.nasa.gov) is a highly interactive web site that provides middle-school 
students and audiences of all ages an amazing science education opportunity. Provided by 
NOAA and NASA, the web site transports visitors to the wild world of weather to learn about 
predicting global weather patterns. 

We are trying to reach cub scout families. 

We added a page to our website that provides information on cub scout requirements. 

Rocket ahead with Cub Scout achievements and electives at: NASA's The Space Place. Please 
visit: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/cubscouts/index.shtml 



 

HAVE A CUB SCOUT OR BOY SCOUT CAMP-IN AT MCWANE 
SCIENCE CENTER 

As the lights dim, you and Scout Group will head out in search of adventure. Find yourselves 
staring into the eyes of an octopus deep in the aquarium. Climb the stairs and you’re face-to-face 
with a real dinosaur! Challenge yourself with one of our fun Scout programs. Everyone in your 
group will enjoy an evening filled with hands-on learning in the exhibit halls, educational 
programs tailored to fit Scout group, and a larger than life experience in the IMAX® Dome 
Theater. End your night by falling asleep in the darkened halls. Snuggle up by a tornado, crash 
under a dinosaur skull, or stretch out next to your favorite exhibit. 

McWane Science Center offers Camp-In programs year-round for groups of every shape and 
size! We tailor the overnight experience to fit the needs of school groups, Scout groups, church 
groups, and families. We require groups to have at least 100 campers for a private Camp-In. If 
you have a smaller group, pick a date from our Open Camp-In calendar below. 

Camp-In Package includes: 
- IMAX® Dome Theater film 
- Admission to exhibit halls 
- Science program of your choice 
- Dinner 
- Late-night snacks 
- Breakfast 
- Next-day admission to the exhibit halls 
- McWane Science Center Camp-In Patch 
 
Camp-In Rates: 
$30 Campers 
$15 Chaperones 
$15 Siblings who wish to attend 
Number of Campers: 100 Minimum; 400 Maximum 
Open Camp-Ins are available for small groups 
 
Reservations: 
To reserve a Camp-In or for more information call 205-714-8489. 
 

Pillars of Faith 

Very few Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts earn their Religious Emblems while in scouting.  Even 
fewer go on to earn all four of them—Boy Scouts:  Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei, Ad Altare Dei 
and Pope Pius XII; and Girl Scouts:  Family of God, I Live My Faith, the Marian Award—Mary 
the First Disciple and The Spirit Alive.  To earn all four of them is a monumental feat.  There is a 



new recognition available for the youth who earn all four of their Religious Emblems called the 
Pillars of Faith.   It is the highest award Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts can earn after receiving all 
four of their Religious Emblems.  It was approved by the National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting at their Biennial Conference in Louisville in 2008. There are two awards:  the Pillars of 
Faith—Duty to God for Boy Scouts and the Pillars of Faith—Service to God for Girl Scouts.  
The name and design of the award represent the fact that the four Religious Emblems are like 
pillars, supporting the Scout’s development in and appreciation of his/her Catholic faith.  The 
Religious Emblems are the pillars not the roof.  The design also includes the Church, Bible and 
cross, other essential elements in faith.  Scouts who have earned all four Religious Emblems in 
previous years are also eligible to receive the Pillars of Faith award.  For more information on 
either of these awards, please contact Tom and Jackie Welch at 770-650-1811 or 
allynmag@comcast.net for Girl Scouts; Tommy Treat at 770-973-2007 or treatt@bellsouth.net 
for Boy Scouts or Mary Ellen Yeomans at 770-977-2883 or meyeomans@bellsouth.net for both.  

Footsteps of American Saints Introduced 

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting has introduced a new patch activity program for 
both youth and adults called “Footsteps of American Saints”.  This new activity program 
encourages youth to learn about several different individuals who have shaped the landscape of 
Catholicism in America.  This religious activity honors those men and women who led heroic 
lives of faith.  Their words, deeds and devotion to prayer and the sacraments inspire all American 
Catholics.  In the Church calendar for the United States, some have the title of “Saint” and are 
venerated by the universal church, while others have the title of “Blessed” and are venerated by 
the local church.  Some also have the title of “Venerable” and, while on their way to becoming a 
“Saint”, may be venerated by Catholics.  All of them sought to follow Jesus.  The goal is to share 
the lives of several Saints so that the youth may relate to what these people have done and maybe 
look to these individuals as role models.  The program started out with five Saints and five new 
ones are added each January.  The Saints with memorials will be introduced first, then Saints 
with optional memorials.  The following Saints are available for 2009:  Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Saint John Neumann, Blessed Kateri Takekwitha, Saint Peter Claver, Saint Isaac Joques, 
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Blessed Andrew Bessette, Blessed Mother Marianne Cope, Saint 
Katherine Drexel and Blessed Damien of Molokai. As a matter of interest, Blessed Damien of 
Molokai will be canonized a Saint on October 11, 2009, at the Vatican by Pope Benedict XVI.  
For a complete listing of all the Saints included in this program and the requirements for earning 
the patches, please see the National Catholic Committee’s website at www.nccs-bsa.org under 
Youth go to Religious Activities section.  This is available to both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of 
all ages.  Questions?  Contact Mary Ellen Yeomans at 770-977-2883 or 
meyeomans@bellsouth.net.    

International Awareness Recognition 

The International Catholic Conference on Scouting, a world wide organization, offers to Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts of all levels as well as Scouters the opportunity to earn a Pin and Patch  
and/or Medallion Recognition.   While the program has been in existence previously, the 
activities have either been expanded or been completely revised and new activities added.  There 
are now four levels of activities—Cub Scout/ Brownie/Daisy Requirements (1-5 grade); Younger 



Boy Scout and Girl Scout Requirements (6-8 grade); Older Boy and Girl Scout/Venturing (9th 
grade and up) and Scouter Requirements.  The ICCS provides an opportunity for its members to 
come together as friends in the Catholic Church and links the Catholic Church and the Scouting 
Movement all over the world.  It contributes to the education of young people through Scouting 
from the point of view of the Catholic faith.  It develops and enhances the spiritual dimension of 
Scouting in the World Scout Movement.  The Pope appoints priests to work with the ICCS as 
chaplains or ecclesiastical associates.  This is an activity of the National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting’s International Committee and not a religious emblem program or award.  The 
requirements may be also be found on the NCCS Website under Youth and Religious Activities.  
Questions?  Contact Mary Ellen Yeomans or Tommy Treat. 

 

Rosary Patch 

The Rosary Patch Series has been extended indefinitely.  All four Mysteries of the Rosary 
(Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious) have now been introduced.  In addition to the four 
sets of Mysteries, there is a fifth Rosary Patch—Pray the Rosary.  The requirements may be 
downloaded from our website www.aaccos.org or from the NCCS website www.nccs-bsa.org.  
Some of the questions may require some research (biblical reference); however, the purpose of 
earning the patch is to further your understanding of the birth, ministry, passion and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ in addition to learning how to pray the Rosary.  Each patch is $4 and may be 
earned by Tigers, Brownies, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts (Juniors, Cadettes and Seniors), Boy 
Scouts, Venturers, and Adults.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lou Ann 
Piantieri at 770-924-2110 or Mary Ellen Yeomans at 770-977-2883.             

Scout Day at Autry Mill 

Autrey Mill is having Scout Day on November 21st from 10 - 2.  This is a drop in event with 
activity stations for self directed rank requirements and beltloops.  Along with a special history 
lesson by some of the Autrey Mill board members!  Brownie and Jr. Girl Scout activities will 
also be available.  The cost is $5 per scout.  information is also at http://autreymill.org    

 Volunteer service hours are available for Boy Scouts who would like to come help the Cubs 
learn at the stations.  Lunch will be served to volunteers.   

Lunch concessions, hot dogs chips and drinks will be available for purchase from 11-2 

Please try and carpool with other family members from your den/pack, parking is limited, and 
we have had a huge amount of interest in this event! 

Cub Scouts 2010 Changes 

All Cub Leaders from Cubmasters to Committee Members, from Den Leaders to Trainers should 
visit http://www.scouting.org/cubscouts2010.aspx to get the news on the changes coming to the 



Cub Scouts program in 2010. The changes are designed to make it easier than ever to be a Den 
Leader and provide a quality program to boys in your area.  

New Scout Handbook 

The New BSA handbook is out! The 12th edition of the handbook contains all new and updated 
information. Best of all, an electronic copy can be read anytime online at www.bsahandbook.org  
 
Also, note the following revisions to rank requirements effective Jan 1 2010, more information 
on how this will apply to current scouts will be coming out soon. 
 
2010 Rank Requirement Changes  
 
The centennial edition of the Boy Scout Handbook will soon be available, and with the new 
handbook come several rank requirement changes that will be in effect as of January 1, 2010. 
 
Tenderfoot  
 
� A Scout must teach another person how to tie a square knot using the EDGE model (explain, 
demonstrate, guide, and enable). He must also be able to discuss four specific examples of how 
he lived the points of the Scout Law in his daily life. 
 
Second Class 
 
� A Scout must discuss the principles of Leave No Trace and explain the factors to consider 
when choosing a patrol site and where to pitch a tent. 
� He must explain what respect is due the flag of the United States. 
� He must again discuss four examples of how he lived four different points of the Scout Law in 
his daily life. 
� He must earn an amount of money agreed upon by the Scout and his parents and save at least 
50 percent of it. 
 
First Class  
 
� An additional requirement to the 10 separate troop/patrol activities states he must demonstrate 
the principles of Leave No Trace on these outings. 
� He must discuss four more examples of how he lived the remaining four points of the Scout 
Law in his daily life. 
 
Life  
 



� A Scout must use the EDGE model to teach a younger Scout a specified skill. 
 
Star, Life, and Eagle 
 
� Troop Webmaster and Leave No Trace trainer are two new leadership positions. 
 

 

2010 Centennial Encampment  

The Atlanta Area Council is proud to present the 2010 Centennial Encampment! Not only will 
we be celebrating 100 years of Scouting adventures, we will also be celebrating 50 years of 
activities at Bert Adams Scout Reservation. Two big parties in one event, can you believe it? We 
aren’t talking about your grandpa’s Camp-O-Ree either! All Boy Scout Troops and Varsity 
Teams should be making plans now to be a part of Scouting’s Past, Present and Future at this 
once in a lifetime anniversary event. 
 
The Centennial Encampment will take place May 14-16, 2010 at the Bert Adams Scout 
Reservation. Cost per participant will be $10.00 which will include fees for all activities and a 
commemorative patch, fun, activites galore and an amazing arena show. It will not include meals 
which will be planned for by the Troop and prepared in site. Complete Registration information 
will be available on line in September of 2009 so keep your eyes on our website, 
www.atlantabsa.org.  
 
Most Districts will also hold Spring Camp-O-Rees and that is great but this is an Extra-Special 
Event celebrating 100 Years of the BSA and 50 Years of the Bert Adams Scout Reservation, this 
will be THE ONE that you will tell your grandkids about!!! Don’t miss it! 

 

Eagle applications 

 
Effective August 1, 2009, the national office will no longer accept Eagle applications prior to the 
2009 printing. The new Eagle Scout application (512-728) can be found on scouting.org. 
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/512-728_web.pdf. 

 

Merit Badge Universities 

 



General registration for the Cherokee District Fall 2009 Advance A Rama opens Oct 3. This 
event will be held at the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources on the campus of the 
University of Georgia 
 
 

New Program Helps for Cub Leaders are Online 

Attention all Cub Scout Leaders! The 2009-2010 Cub Scout Program Helps are now available 
online! You will find these helps at this link: http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34409.pdf  

Please note the new format on this already helpful booklet! Print out as much or as little as you 
need to make your program a huge success! 
 

Scotland Jamborette 

Haste ye back 

  Come explore castles and see where Braveheart came alive. Camp for ten days on the grounds 
of Blair Castle in a blended Scottish-American patrol in one of six international subcamps. Join 
Troop 350 and the Scouts from the Atlanta Area Council for 19 days in Scotland from July 15-
August 4, 2010. 

  For more info see the flyer at our troop website www.troop350.us and the Jamborette website 
http://www.jamborette.org.uk / 
 
 

100th Anniversary Award for scouts and leaders 



 

Appears to be a brand new national award coming out....aimed at cubs, boy Scouts, and adult 
leaders. see second link 
  
http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/AYearOfCelebration.aspx 
  
http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/sitefiles/1000/YourSource/PlanningTools/A_Year_of
_Celebration/BSA_Year_Patch_Earning.pdf 
  
 

 TRAINING 
 
Training Updates 

MyScouting and E-Learing 

FYI – Important to Help the Volunteers 

If any of the volunteers are having problems with either the E-Learning or the myscouting.org 
website please have them call the National “Help” desk at 1-800-627-3025 Option 1.  National 
office has to sort out these problems and reset the login and password.  When national switched 



from E-Learning to myscouting.org it created a lot of confusion with the volunteers.  This is 
something I cannot do here at the council office.  

I can help them on Advancement and Internet Rechartering problems 

Kate Hagen, Office Manager 

Direct Line: 770-956-3186 

email: khagen@bsamail.org 

 

CPR Saturday 

Scout CPR Saturday –Saturday, December 12th 2009  

33 days until Scout CPR Saturday - Cost to take the course is $25.00 for Adult CPR/AED skills 
or $35.00 for training for both Adult and Child skills which (each course includes manuals, skill 
cards and supplies). Registration is open on-line at www.goodturn.net   

TIME TO CHECK YOUR CPR Certification for 2009.... 

Why??? For adults it is required for BSA tour permits and summer camp adult leadership 
...Please check your units certification.  

Why??? for scouts this course will help scouts satisfy the requirement to Demonstrate CPR 
knowledge for the water, first aid, personal and outdoor skills merit badges... Save time at 
summer camp by learning CPR now... 

Why??? July 1st 2007 - Woodruff Scout Resevation recorded a CPR Save... due in part to three 
Adult Leaders that had CPR/AED training…"Be Prepared" ... train all your adults and youth 
before you need it...  

How You can Help....  

Register on-line at www.goodturn.net. 

Volunteer sign-up is needed too. So we need a troop to help with site set up to site on Friday 
night December 11th from 6:30PM to 10PM... 

We are Welcoming Girl Scout leaders, parents, friends and scouts to take the course and 
volunteer as well, so please pass this note on to any Girl Scout leaders. 

Remember to SIGN-Up …   www.goodturn. net 



We want to train 750 participants and 100 Volunteers…. 

 
 

 Training Calendar 
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COUNCIL & NATIONAL EVENTS 

  

Registration Fee Increase Effective January 1  
 
The Boy Scouts of America National Executive Board approved an increase in the traditional 
membership registration fee for all youth and adults from $10 to $15 effective January 1, 2010. 
Adult and youth applications with the new registration fee are being printed and will be available 
soon. 
 
Q. If a unit that expires December 31, 2009, submits its registration renewal online through 
Internet Rechartering before January 1, 2010, should they pay the current $10 registration fee or 
the increased $15 registration fee?  
 
A. They should pay the $15 registration fee because the effective date of the renewal will be 
January 1, 2010. 
 
http://www.scouting.org/ProSpeak/Articles/rate_increase.aspx 
 

New Scout Executive 
 
Tracy Techau as has been named as Scout Executive of the Atlanta Area Council effective 
December 1, 2009. 
 
With over 24 years of service as a professional Scouter in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Kansas City, 
Peoria, and Cincinnati (including service as Scout Executive in Peoria and Cincinnati), Tracy has 
established an impressive record of leadership including a series of notable accomplishments in 
his most recent assignment as Scout Executive of the Dan Beard Council in Cincinnati. Tracy, 
his wife Jean and their daughters Madison and Rachael will be a welcome addition to our city 
and our Council. Over the last two days a selection committee of volunteers appointed by your 



council executive committee has had an opportunity to interview Tracy in depth and has selected 
him from a group of well-qualified professionals as the best possible candidate to take our 
Council to the next level in serving youth throughout the Atlanta metropolitan area. 

 
Don McChesney Promoted 
 
As many of you know, in the four years that Don McChesney has led the Atlanta Area Council, 
our Council has experienced wonderful growth and achieved goals well beyond our 
expectations.  When Don joined us as Scout Executive in 2005, our Council faced several 
difficult issues.  Don did not hesitate to roll up his sleeves and get to work.  Throughout his time 
at the Atlanta Area Council, Don has developed a professional, functioning staff, and he has 
gained consensus among a wide variety of groups, including 100 Black Men of Atlanta and 
Atlanta’s Latino community, helping to build bridges across the city.  

It is with much pleasure and gratitude that I announce Don McChesney’s promotion in the Boy 
Scouts of America organization.  Don was offered, and has accepted, the position of Regional 
Director of the Northeast Region for the Boy Scouts of America, becoming a part of Chief Scout 
Executive Bob Mazzucca’s cabinet.  This important promotion becomes effective for Don on 
December 1st.  At that point, he will use his “roll up your sleeves” approach and his effective 
leadership skills to assist multiple Councils in the Northeast. 

 Don leaves the Atlanta Area Council on firm footing.  We are hard at work on the renovations of 
our beloved Bert Adams Scout Reservation and look forward to its opening very soon.  The 
100th Anniversary of Boy Scouting in America is just around the corner, and the revival of the 
Scout Show with the 2010 Scout Fest is building momentum for its debut in October 2010. 

Today, we are activating the process of finding Don’s replacement. We will continue to enjoy 
Don’s leadership through November, and our professional staff will continue to provide their 
best-of-class execution of services while we work to identify the best candidate for Atlanta. 
During this time we will keep you posted on our progress. 

Please join me in congratulating Don and Bonnie McChesney and wishing he and his family 
continued prosperity in his new role with the Boy Scouts of America.  

John Heagy 

                    Council President 

 
 

 

Scout Fest is coming! 



ScoutFest will be here next year! What is ScoutFest? It’s a super scout expo, in celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the BSA. See 
http://www.atlantabsa.org/openrosters/DocDownload.asp?id=53151  for details. This will be a 
lifetime memorable event for you, your scouts, and your unit. Click the link and start thinking 
about what you plan to do today!  

 

 

 

Scout Days 

   

 

November 29, 2009   Scout Day with the Atlanta Falcons 

  

 

 

The River is the newsletter of the Chattahoochee District of the Atlanta Area Council, Boy 
Scouts of America. To have an event announced, please contact the Roundtable Commissioner, 
Damon Edmondson, ftrooper93@yahoo.com. 
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