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December and January Roundtable 
 
Troop 989 hosted Pinewood Derby Car Secrets, Pack 449 discussed Camping ideas and  Troop 
629 led a breakout on Youth Leadership. Thanks to these three groups for hosting a breakout! 
 
For January: 
Pack 2006 will host Charter Org rep Training. Now is the time to get your Charter org to send 
someone to know exactly what they’re supposed to do and how they can help you!  
Troop 431 will host our Boy Scout roundtable. 
We’ll also host a special visit from the Chattahoochee Nature Center! 

  

FROM THE KEY 3 



 

Leader Recognition 

Leaders remember that leader awards count towards Honor Unit! 
 

Attention Committee Chairs: NEW “Unit Leader Award of Merit”  
Quality unit leadership is the key to a quality unit program—and it leads to better Scout 
retention. Statistics show that if young people stay engaged in the program for at least five years, 
the BSA’s influence likely will stay with them for the rest of their lives. A quality Scouting 
experience will help keep Scouts in the program, and the Boy Scouts of America created the Unit 
Leader Award of Merit to recognize the quality unit leaders who make that happen. 
The Unit Leader Award of Merit replaces the Scoutmaster Award of Merit, the Varsity Team 
Coach Award of Merit, and the Venturing Crew Advisor's Award of Merit programs. This new 
recognition has revised requirements and may be earned by Cubmasters as well. 
 
Requirements 
The nominee must: 
1.Be a currently registered Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Coach, or Advisor who has served in that 
position at least 18 continuous months. 
2.Meet the training requirements for the registered position. 
3.Distribute a printed or electronic annual unit program plan and calendar to each family in the 
unit. 
4.Have a leader succession plan in place. 
5.Effectively use the advancement method so that at least 60 percent of the unit’s youth have 
advanced at least once during the last 12 months. 
6.Cultivate a positive relationship with the chartered organization. 
7.Project a positive image of Scouting in the community. 
Nomination Procedure 
1.The unit committee chairman completes the Unit Leader Award of Merit Nomination Form on 
behalf of the unit committee. Nominations for a Scoutmaster or crew Advisor must also include 
endorsement from the senior patrol leader or crew president. 
2.The unit or district commissioner certifies that the form is complete. 
3.The unit submits the nomination form to the council for approval by the Scout executive and 
council commissioner or president. 
The Award 
Upon receipt of the approved nomination form, the council may present the Unit Leader Award 
of Merit, which includes a certificate, square knot with the appropriate device, and a gold-
bordered unit leader emblem. Recognition of this achievement may be presented at appropriate 
district or council events, such as district or council leader recognition dinners, training events, 
and board meetings. 
The award may be presented for each program, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity, and Venturing, 
if the individual meets the requirements in each program. Only one knot is worn with the devices 
of each program that the award was earned in. 
 



SOURCE: Application Form (No. 512-003_WB) 
 
The form can be found here: 
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/512-003_WB.pdf 
 

DISTRICT NEWS 
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Roswell High School sophomore Austin Shaw was recognized as a Youth Community 
Champion by the Sprint Foundation at an awards ceremony on Monday, November 2, 2009. The 
Sprint Foundation awarded a $2500 grant to the non-profit organization of his choice, 
Hemophilia of Georgia. 

The Sprint Community Champions Program honors outstanding Atlanta-area residents who have 
made a positive impact on the community. For his recent Boy Scout Eagle project Shaw built a 
bocce court, horseshoe pits and four-square courts at Camp Twin Lakes, a camp facility for 
children who have serious illnesses, disabilities, and challenges. Camp Wannaklot, Hemophilia 
of Georgia’s camp for children and teens who have inherited bleeding disorders, is held at Camp 
Twin Lakes every year. A plaque now hangs at Camp Twin Lakes to honor Shaw’s contribution 
to the camp’s facilities. 

Having completed this project, which took many hours of planning and fund-raising and a full 
weekend to build, Austin was granted the rank of Eagle Scout on August 28, 2008. In addition to 
his involvement with the Boy Scouts, Shaw is also active in his church and in programs 
supporting foster children. 

“We are so pleased that Austin chose Hemophilia of Georgia as the recipient of this grant. Austin 
has been an invaluable volunteer at Camp Wannaklot and we are so fortunate to have him as a 
part of our organization. I wish we had ten more Austins” commented CEO Trish Dominic. “We 
are so very proud of him and his accomplishments."  
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Please join me in congratulating the newest Eagles in the Chattahoochee District.  In the group 
photo, from left to right are: 
  



Cory Fica - Troop 629 
Joseph De Peetro - Troop 629 
Andrew Couilliard - Troop 7153 
Gene Jones - Crew 40 
Nathan Bowling - Troop 989 
Eli Walsh - Troop 87 

  
and  
  

 
 
Connor Hamill - Troop 406  
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Please join in congratulating the following scouts on completing the Arrow of Light 
Pack 629 
Brandon Carr 
Hayden Dessomes 
Mason Gay 
Alex Karwoski 
Andre Taylor 
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� om Price’s office recently contacted the District concerning Eagle letters. 
 
Tom continues to offer to send Eagle congratulatory letters to any Scout in our District who 
achieves Eagle.  All that is required is for the Troop to notify Tom’s office.  They request that 
instead of sending the notification letters to Tom’s Washington office to send them instead to his 
Canton office (below). 
  
Congressman Tom Price 
Attn: Jennifer Poole 
100 North Street, Suite 150 
Canton, GA  30114 
 
Fax: 678-493-6161 
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Youth Religious Emblems are earned by fewer than 5% of scouts. These represent a significant 
achievement in a scout fulfilling his Duty to God and deepening his relationship with his faith. 
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Calling All Youth to Enter Our ScoutFest Theme Contest! 

The Big Idea: ScoutFest 2010 will culminate a year of celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 
Boy Scouts of America. We would like suggestions for a distinctive theme for ScoutFest 2010, 
which will take place at Cobb Galleria Centre on October 23, 2010. We need your help! 



Who May Participate: Any registered Cub Scout/Webolos, Boy Scout/Varsity Scout, or 
Venturer/Explorer member in the Atlanta Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Participating youth may submit up to two theme entries during the contest time period. 

When Is the Theme Contest?: Any registered youth in the Atlanta Area Council may submit a 
theme suggestion prior to the deadline of midnight, December 31, 2009 using the contest entry 
form available at www.ScoutFestATL.org. The winning theme will be publicly announced at a 
press conference on February 8, 2010, the 100th anniversary date of the founding of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

How Will the Entries be Judged?: All theme entries will be judged based on the criteria of that 
which best reflects our first 100 years and the future of Scouting in the Atlanta Area Council 
(e.g., “From the Phoenix of the Past to the Leaders of the Future”). Judging will be by the AAC 
ScoutFest Steering Committee with a grand prize winner; two honorable mentions; and 
recognition of the best individual theme representing each of the three program levels  

(Cub Scout/Webelos, Boy Scout/Varsity and Venturing/Exploring). If identical submissions are 
submitted by two different youth, the one submitted first will be the one selected for judging. All 
decisions by the judges will be final. 

Prizes: The first 500 youth that enter will receive a special ScoutFest promotional patch, so do 
not wait too long to enter your idea! Patches will be mailed to contest participants in January, 
2010 and awards for the following winning themes will be presented at a press conference on 
February 8, 2010. 

• Grand Prize for the winning theme: A $60.00 gift certificate from the Council Scout 
Shop. 

• Honorable Mentions for two (2) runners up: A $30.00 Scout Shop gift certificate. 

• Program Level Recognition: One (1) ScoutFest T-shirt each for the best individual entry 
from a Cub Scout/Webelos, Boy Scout/Varsity Scout and Venturer/Explorer youth member. 

How to Enter: 

• Learn more about ScoutFest and the BSA 100th Anniversary by browsing the 
information  

and links on the ScoutFest web site www.ScoutFestATL.org. 

• Click the “Enter Theme Contest” link to open an email form for entering the contest  

directly from our web site.  

• Fill in the required information along with your suggested theme idea. 



• Click “Send” to submit your entry. Remember, only two entries allowed per person. 
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March 19-21 
location TBD Allatoona or Woodruff 
OA Tapout Ceremony  
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Did you miss it? Here it is!�http://audiocast.scouting.org/ Find out all the big news from BSA National as 
we celebrate 100 years of scouting! 
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We will be having the Friends of Scouting Kick-Off at 6:30pm, January 14, 2010 at Roswell First Baptist 
Church.  This event will be held in one of the classrooms behind the sanctuary and upon completion of 
the Kick-Off, we will attend the Roundtable at 7:30.  Food will be provided for those in attendance.  Any 
questions can be forwarded to tony@pack135.org .�
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Get Ready for SFF.  Plan to attend January Round Table. VISIT www.cdbsa.org/sff . 
Gain Confidence...Meet like-minded friends...Learn the How To's...Attend a SFF Roundtable Break Out 
session  Jan 17.  
  
Don't Delay. "Time Happens"  http://www.happycountdown.com/SFF%20is%20Ready/  
  
Chattahoochee District Units can participate anytime between NOVEMBER 1 and APRIL 1.  The Atlanta 
Area Council (AAC) is 100% behind SFF. MARCH is  AAC-SFF Month. The need for food is today. 
Scouts get it.  Start now. Plan Ahead.  Be Smart. Get Involved. Lots of support.  
Lots of Reasons.  

·  Free BSA-SFF 2010 BAGS  
·  AAC-SFF Patch for Every Scout that participates.  
·  ACC Flag Banner for Every Unit with 50% scout participation.  
·  Special AAC 100 Can SFF Patch for Scouts Collecting 100 Cans.  
·  Puts a Service Ribbon on your  BSA Year of Celebration Patch.  
·  Win Prizes in AAC SFF Display Contest.  
·  Two Honor Unit Points  
·  Add Service Hours for SFF  
·  All Invited to March 27 SFF-AAC Celebration  
·   

Ready? Let's go. Call Today. 
The SFF Committee.    



zboro @ aol.com 

 
Events Calendar  
 
Thursday, January 7, 2010 District Commissioner Meeting 
Thursday, January 14, 2010 Roundtable 
Friday, January 15, 2010 
Saturday, January 23, 2010 AAC District Committee Training Workshop 
Thursday, January 28, 2010 Eagle Boards of Review & Life to Eagle Forum 
Saturday, January 30, 2010 AAC Trainers Edge 
Thursday, February 4, 2010  District Commissioner Meeting 
Monday, February 8, 2010 All day Boy Scouts of America Birthday Tree Planting  
Thursday, February 11, 2010  Roundtable 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 Eagle Boards of Review & Life to Eagle Forum 
Saturday, February 27, 2010 All day District Pinewood Derby 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY NEWS 
 

District H&S news 

 
Frequently Asked Questions Concerning the Annual Health and Medical Record  
http://scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/Resources/MedicalFormFAQs.aspx  
 
 

 SCOUT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

God and Church Religious Emblems Opportunity 

For the first time in 4 years the God and Church Program is being offered in our District!   
  
General Description  
The God and Church program will lead young people on a journey. It will be a faith journey 
with three parts: meeting Jesus, worshiping God, and witnessing and ministering for Christ. 
Participants will create either a video or a photo album to share what they have learned on their 
faith journeys. Young people will have the opportunity to work with their pastor or other 
Christian adults as they study the church's structures and objectives and participate in service 
projects that will give them a better understanding of the mission of the church.  
  



Interdenominational Resource  
The God and Church curriculum was developed without theological bias.  Therefore, all students 
use the standard God and Church curriculum regardless of church membership.  
  
Curriculum Goals:  

·                     To strengthen young people’s relationship with Christ  
·                     To challenge young people to learn about and participate in the 
worship and ministry of the church  
·                     To have young people make a plan for daily Bible reading and 
memorize a creed or statement of belief or passage of scripture  
·                     To provide the opportunity for young people to experience the joy 
of serving others  

  
Eligibility Guidelines:  
Girls and boys in grades 6-8 are eligible to participate in the God and Church program even if 
they do not belong to a Girl Scout or Boy Scout Troop.  This program requires that students have 
original workbooks and present their work to the pastor for final approval. 
  
The Program will be held on Thursdays from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM in Building D starting on 
January 7th thru March 25th.  (No meeting February 11th).  Cost for materials is $12. 
  
Roswell United Methodist Church 
814 Mimosa Blvd.  
Roswell, GA  30075 
The link for directions to the church and the site map is: 
http://www.rumc.com/page.aspx?id=79224 
  
For the Leadership Position of Chaplain's Aide, BSA National states; "the Boy Scout seeking the 
position of chaplain's aide should have earned or be in the process of completing his religious 
emblems study program". 
  
Please forward this information to the Scouts in your Troop.    
  
Any Scout or Parent interested in participating is to contact  by email at:  
LKoleos@Bellsouth.net.  

 

GOD AND SCOUTING 

 

When asked where religion came into Scouting and Guiding, Baden-Powell replied, It does not 
come in at all. It is already there. It is a fundamental factor underlying Scouting and Guiding. 
  



One of the key tenets of Scouting is "duty to God." While Scouting does not define religious 
belief for its members, it has been adopted by and works with youth programs of all major faiths. 
Each of the major faiths breeds hope, optimism, compassion, and a belief in a better tomorrow. 
Scouting encourages each young person to begin a spiritual journey through the practice of his 
faith tradition. 
  

 
  
Cub Scouts have the opportunity to earn a Youth Religious Award for participation in youth 
program of his faith. This award is a knot patch and like the Arrow of Light Award is worn on a 
scouting uniform throughout the stages of the scouting program.  In the United States less than 
5% of the scouts earn this prestigious award, which makes it all the more special. Faiths vary in 
their execution guidelines and requirements for the award, but in each case it requires a passion 
and commitment from a group of volunteers.  
  
We are happy to announce that group of passionate volunteers will be running the following 
Protestant programs starting January 2010: 
·         God and Me   Grades 1-3   (Roswell Presbyterian. Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. January 7th, 14th, 
21st and 28th) 
·         God and Family  Grades 4-5   (Rivercliff Lutheran Church. Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. January 
17th – February 21st) 
·         God and Church  Grades 6-8   (Roswell United Methodist. Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. January 
7th – March 25th) 
·         God and Life   Grades 9-12 (Roswell Presbyterian. Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Janaury 7th – 
April 8th) 
  
If you are interested, please contact us:  juha.m.harkonen@hotmail.com  
                                                                                                                                
Due to pent up demand in the district classes are filling up quickly, but we are already planning 
for a second run later in 2010. 
  
We would very much like to hear from families that belong to any faith and help in finding a 
program that will meet your spiritual needs. 
  

 

Cub Scout Leader and Webelos Uniform Rules 
Update 

Cub Scout and Webelos Leaders Unit Numerals Policy 
It has come to our attention that there has been some 
confusion regarding the correct style of unit numerals for Cub Scouts 
and Webelos uniforms. The current policy is BLUE LOOPS and RED 



NUMERALS  for all Cub Scout and Webelos members (youth and adult).  
When the Centennial uniform was first introduced, the color of the unit numerals worn was 
based on shirt color. Shortly after the introduction and after the Insignia Guide was printed, 
the Uniform and Insignia committee changed the unit numerals to be a function of program 
rather than shirt color. Since the Insignia Guide cannot be corrected until it is reprinted, we're 
ensuring that all uniform photos and POP materials depict the correct usage. 

 

Webelos Troop Visits 

 

If your troop would like its Webelos open house/event listed, send an E-mail to The River 
editor. 

Blood Mountain Hike Webelos Den Leaders in the Roswell area, it is time to start planning your 
Troop visits.  What better way to get started then to spend a few hours with Troop 431 hiking at 
Blood Mounting on January 2nd, 2010!  Blood Mountain is a on the Appalachian trail in North 
Georgia and is an approximately 1 ½ hour drive to the trail head (north of Dahlonega).  Here are 
the highlights:  We will meet at the Troop 431 scout hut (Roswell United Methodist Church) at 
7:30AM, and return late afternoon.  We’ll distribute maps and make introductions, then drive up 
to trailhead and split into groups if necessary.  Bring a lunch because we will eat and enjoy the 
view.  Our Scouts will supply hot chocolate/cider on the top of the mountain.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for your Scout to meet some of our Scouts, and your family to meet some 
of our families.  Contact Neal Starkey either via email (ns1@starkey.net) or phone (404-644-
6679) to let us know you are coming. 

Troop 1134  “Webelos Invitational” Monday Jan. 25, St Peter Chanel,  7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Parents are encouraged to attend; we will have a  Q/A  meeting with them, while the boys 
participate in activities. Please let them know you’re coming,   
SM Patrick Thompson 770 329  2746 

 

 OA Ceremonies Team and Announcement 

Greetings from Lowanne Nimat, Chattahoochee's Order of the Arrow Chapter. We are pleased to 
announce that we are training an Order of the Arrow ceremonies team which will be available to 
conduct Cub Scout Crossovers coming up. Our ceremonies team practices tirelessly to ensure a 
quality experience for everyone involved. There is no cost for our services, however, donations 
are appreciated; Our regalia has to be maintained so that we can continue using it! If you are 
interested, please contact our Vice Chief of Indian Affairs, James Deaton 
(jamesdeatonmail@gmail.com) or our adult Chapter Adviser, Mr. Craig Barnwell (770-789-
6471). 



   To all Lowanne Nimat members: If your Troop has an OA representative, please encourage 
him to attend meetings. The point of an OA rep is to act as a bridge between the Troop and the 
Chapter and that includes attending meetings. If your unit does not have an OA rep, please 
consider applying for the position. We encourage all members to attend our meetings, which are 
held on the second Thursday of every month behind Roswell Baptist Chirch at 7:30PM. 

   The next meeting, December 10, will be a Holiday party. All Lowanne Nimat Arrowmen are 
invited. There will be games (including a Wii!) and pizza (please bring money for the pizza) and 
lots of fun and fellowship. We look forward to seeing you there! 

New Cub Scout Belt Loops 

REQUIREMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN RELEASED FOR 
THE BELOW. Cubs may not begin work until requirements 
are official. Cubmasters will receive an email from the district 
cub scout advancement rep when the requirements are official. 

Video Games is one of 13 new belt loops and pins in the Cub 
Scout Academics and Sports program. It’s been more than 10 
years since the program expanded, so volunteers and Cub Scouts 
from around the country have been waiting for this change. 

In late January, Scout shops across the country should begin 
selling a new edition of the Cub Scout Academics and Sports 
Program Guide (No. 34299), which will include these additions: 

Academics Subjects:  

·  Disabilities Awareness  
·  Family Travel  
·  Good Manners  
·  Nutrition  
·  Pet Care  
·  Photography  
·  Reading and Writing  
·  Video Games  

Requirements for the new awards will mirror those for the existing belt loops and pins. Besides 
the addition of the new awards, the Cub Scout Academics and Sports program remains the same. 
Sports:  

·  Hiking  
·  Hockey  
·  Horseback Riding  
·  Kickball  



·  Skateboarding  

 New Merit Badges 

Scuba Diving is the first new Boy Scout merit badge in three 
years; it will become available in December. Click here for a 
brochure about the badge that you can share with your 
volunteers. 

Four other new merit badges will appear over the course of the 
coming year: 

·  Inventing (First quarter 2010)  
·  Geocaching (Second quarter 2010)  
·  Scouting Heritage (Second quarter 2010)  
·  Robotics (Fourth quarter 2010)  

These badges are being introduced because they received 
positive feedback in a youth interest survey. 
If five new merit badges seems like a lot, it is. By comparison, 
the BSA introduced just six new merit badges between 1992 (Collections) and 2006 (Composite 
Materials). 

When you have an idea for a new merit badge, the first step is to complete a proposal form, 
which you can get by e-mailing merit.badge@scouting.org . Proposals that fit merit-badge 
criteria and rank highly with youth members are sent to a volunteer task force and the Program 
Content Committee for review and development. 

But the new badges aren’t the only innovation. In the past it took three years to create a merit 
badge. Now, that time has been cut to just less than a year, helping to keep the badge topics and 
content fresher than ever. 

Please help spread the word about the new merit badges, belt loops, and pins through Web sites, 
newsletters, e-mails, social networking, roundtables, and events. As always, www.scouting.org is 
your best source for the most current information about these awards. 

 

Chattahoochee Nature center Merit Badge Clinics 

The Chattahoochee Nature Center will have merit badge clinics for the following Merit badges 
and dates: 



Mammal Study Merit Badge for Boy Scouts 
Sunday, March 14, 2010, 12:00 – 4:30pm 
Cost: $15 per scout 
In this workshop, discover what makes a mammal a mammal! Learn about one of the mammals 
that CNC has in rehabilitation, and find out how we get our biofacts and what we have to do to 
preserve them. We’ll also discuss the delicate balance of the Chattahoochee River 's ecosystem. 
 
The normal cost for this workshop is $25, but the Will Alexander Scout Scholarship is available 
making the cost only $15 for every Boy Scout!  
 
Nature Merit Badge for Boy Scouts 

Sunday, April 25, 2010, 12:00pm – 5:00pm 

Cost: $15 per scout 

Scouts will discover food webs, discuss the differences between vertebrates and invertebrates in 
Georgia , and learn how and why plants and animals are important to each other. Participants 
will spend time outside identifying a variety of Georgia plants and animals, and will make a 
plaster animal track to take home!  

The normal cost for this workshop is $25, but the Will Alexander Scout Scholarship is available 
making the cost only $15 for every Boy Scout! 

Pre-registration is required and payment is due at the time of registration.  

To take advantage of this workshop, please call 770-992-2055 ext. 249 or email 
scouts@chattnaturecenter.com.  

 

Cub Scout Opportunities at Chattahoochee Nature Center 

Wildlife Conservation Pin for Bears and Webelos 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 
1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Cost: $8 per scout and $6 per adult 
Bear and Webelos Scouts can earn their Wildlife Conservation Pin in this exciting and hands-on 
program. Learn how and why animals use camouflage, discover how you can help conserve 
wildlife, and make a plaster cast of an animal track to take home! The Wildlife Conservation 
Belt Loop requirements will not be covered, and the Belt Loop is a prerequisite for this program. 
 
Bear Overnight – March 6-7, 2010 
 
6:45 p.m. Saturday evening-10:00 a.m. Sunday morning  
Cost: $32 per scout and $22 per adult 



 
Registration: begins January 12 
 
Bear Cub Scouts can earn their Space Elective and their Astronomy Belt Loop in an overnight 
adventure at the Chattahoochee Nature Center ! What's great is that we sleep indoors, so we can 
have it rain or shine!  
 
Activities include:  
 
Bears will earn their Space Elective 1 and Astronomy Belt Loop (requirements listed in Bear 
Handbook)  
Night hike on the grounds of CNC with fun night-time activities  
Live nocturnal animal presentation  
Campfire with s'mores, songs, and stories  
Night sky adventures in our inflatable planetarium, STARLAB  
Morning hike and tour of aviaries  
Snacks in the evening and continental breakfast in the morning  
 
Maximum number of Bears is 40, including adults. (Please note that this is not a family campout 
and that siblings are only allowed in extenuating circumstances. All siblings must be approved 
by the Scout Coordinator.)  
 
Registration begins Tuesday, January 12 at 9 a.m. Registration is by phone or email only; no 
walk-ups are allowed. 
 
For questions, please call 770-992-2055 ext. 249 or email scouts@chattnaturecenter.com. 

ScoutFest Theme Contest 

The Big Idea 

ScoutFest 2010 will culminate a year of celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. We would like suggestions for a distinctive theme for ScoutFest 2010, which will take 
place at Cobb Galleria Centre on October 23, 2010. We need your help! 

Who May Participate? 

Any registered Cub Scout/Webolos, Boy Scout/Varsity Scout, or Venturer/Explorer member in 
the Atlanta Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Contest Deadline. All entries must be 
submitted prior to midnight, December 31, 2009. 

Chance to Win Valuable Prizes! 

First 500 entries receive a ScoutFest promotional patch. Enter now! 



Grand Prize - Enter the winning theme and receive a $60 gift certificate to the Council Scout 
Shop.  

Honorable Mentions - Two runners up will each receive a $30 Scout Shop gift certificate.  

Program Level Recognition - One ScoutFest T-shirt will be awarded to the best entry from each 
of three program levels.  

How to Enter 

Learn more about ScoutFest and the BSA 100th Anniversary by browsing the information and 
links  http://www.scoutfestatl.org/themecontest/ .  

Enter the contest at  http://www.scoutfestatl.org/themecontestentry/   

Be sure to fill in the required information along with your two suggested theme ideas. Then click 
"Submit Entry" to send us your ideas. Remember, only one entry allowed per person. 

Official Rules at  
http://www.scoutfestatl.org/assets/ScoutFest%20Theme%20Contest%20Instructions.pdf  

 

Scouting Stamp and Service to Soldiers 
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In 2010, the year of our 100th Anniversary, the Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) will receive an incredible honor from the United 
States Postal Service (USPS) in the form of a "Celebrate Scouting" 
stamp. A tribute to the impact of a century of Scouting on the 
American landscape, the stamp will become widely available 
during the summer of 2010. 

Since 1910, Scouting has served young people and their families 
through a program of values-based leadership and character. Continuing the BSA's long tradition 
of service and good turns, we will bring deeper purpose to the Celebrate Scouting stamp by 
sending letters and care packages to the military men and women serving our country overseas. 
Also included in this effort are the many veterans who have honorably served our country 
throughout the years. Join us in the effort! 

You can start today by visiting the USPS Web site, where you 
will find important guidelines and information for keeping in 
touch with our troops overseas. And, you'll find a toolkit of 
information to support your efforts, below! 

Scouts, BSA staff, volunteers — or anyone who'd like to join our 
effort — are invited to explore the following resources. There are 
an array of tools to help you develop a thoughtful letter or care 
package that reminds our troops how much we appreciate and value their service. 

See  http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/100YearsStamp.aspx for details. 

Stop the Alien Plant Invasion! 
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� All, 

This is an announcement of the fifth annual attack on the alien invasive plants in the 
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, scheduled for March 6, 2010, to coincide with 
the National Alien Invasive Plant Awareness Week.   Location within the park will be announced 
later.   

 You can register early by clicking  http://www.goodturn.net/  

Nearly Free SAT/ACT prep Software for Scouts 



NFL and MLB players support eKnowledge donation of free SAT/ACT software to Boy Scouts 
of America families 

In alliance with the Boy Scouts of America, eKnowledge is offering SAT and ACT test prep 
programs valued at $200, free to Boy Scout families. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance is 
made up of educationally focused foundations, as well as a group of professional athletes from 
the National Football League and Major League Baseball that includes Warrick Dunn and 
Chipper Jones. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has provided more than 120,000 
SAT/ACT prep programs to families all over the United States.  

“I believe in using my gifts and public image to help the community,” said Chipper Jones, six-
time All-Star and future Hall of Fame baseball player.  

Now in its fourth year, the eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has donated more than $26 million 
of SAT/ACT test preparation programs. In response to the donation, eKnowledge has received 
more than 40,000 thank-you letters from those who have benefited from the test preparation 
programs. The PowerPrep™ program helps prepare students to take the exams and increases 
student confidence, which can result in higher test scores and thousands of dollars in 
scholarships. 

EKnowledge recently announced the arrival of the new v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ software; 
v6x was in development for more than two years at a cost of $1.5 million. It includes more than 
20 hours of video instruction, 3,000 files of supplemental test prep material, thousands of 
interactive diagnostic tools, sample questions, practice tests, and graphic teaching illustrations. 
The new PowerPrep™ v6x software is Mac- and PC-compatible. 

Families interested in obtaining the FREE $200 v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ Programs may 
order online at www.eknowledge.com/bsa or by calling 951-256-4076.  

There is a fee of $13.84 (per standard program) which enables eKnowledge to provide technical 
and customer support, registration, licensure, processing, handling, and worldwide shipping. This 
nominal fee allows the sponsorship alliance to continue helping thousands of students each year. 

For more information, please contact Lori Caputo, ESA Programs, at 
LoriCaputo@eknowledge.com  or 951-256-4076. 

NASA Site for Scouts 

 
N.A.S.A. stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

We just created a page for NASA’s Space Place website (http://spaceplace.nasa.gov). Become a 
Fan on our Facebook page at: http://facebook.com/nasaspaceplace. Follow us on Twitter at: 
http://twitter.com/nasaspaceplace  



The Space Place is an extensive, content-rich Website for upper elementary age kids, their 
teachers, parents, and anyone else who likes a simple, readable, fun presentation of a wide range 
of space and Earth science and technology topics. Most of the site is great for kids to explore on 
their own, with interactive games, hands-on projects, and fun facts.  

We just created a page for SciJinks website (http://scijinks.jpl.nasa.gov/weather/). Become a Fan 
on our Facebook page at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/scijinks/148950091558?ref=share. 
Follow us on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/scijinks 

"SciJinks" (http://scijinks.nasa.gov) is a highly interactive web site that provides middle-school 
students and audiences of all ages an amazing science education opportunity. Provided by 
NOAA and NASA, the web site transports visitors to the wild world of weather to learn about 
predicting global weather patterns. 

We are trying to reach cub scout families. 

We added a page to our website that provides information on cub scout requirements. 

Rocket ahead with Cub Scout achievements and electives at: NASA's The Space Place. Please 
visit: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/cubscouts/index.shtml 

 

HAVE A CUB SCOUT OR BOY SCOUT CAMP-IN AT MCWANE 
SCIENCE CENTER 

As the lights dim, you and Scout Group will head out in search of adventure. Find yourselves 
staring into the eyes of an octopus deep in the aquarium. Climb the stairs and you’re face-to-face 
with a real dinosaur! Challenge yourself with one of our fun Scout programs. Everyone in your 
group will enjoy an evening filled with hands-on learning in the exhibit halls, educational 
programs tailored to fit Scout group, and a larger than life experience in the IMAX® Dome 
Theater. End your night by falling asleep in the darkened halls. Snuggle up by a tornado, crash 
under a dinosaur skull, or stretch out next to your favorite exhibit. 

McWane Science Center offers Camp-In programs year-round for groups of every shape and 
size! We tailor the overnight experience to fit the needs of school groups, Scout groups, church 
groups, and families. We require groups to have at least 100 campers for a private Camp-In. If 
you have a smaller group, pick a date from our Open Camp-In calendar below. 

Camp-In Package includes: 
- IMAX® Dome Theater film 
- Admission to exhibit halls 
- Science program of your choice 
- Dinner 
- Late-night snacks 
- Breakfast 



- Next-day admission to the exhibit halls 
- McWane Science Center Camp-In Patch 
 
Camp-In Rates: 
$30 Campers 
$15 Chaperones 
$15 Siblings who wish to attend 
Number of Campers: 100 Minimum; 400 Maximum 
Open Camp-Ins are available for small groups 
 
Reservations: 
To reserve a Camp-In or for more information call 205-714-8489. 
 

Cub Scouts 2010 Changes 

All Cub Leaders from Cubmasters to Committee Members, from Den Leaders to Trainers should 
visit http://www.scouting.org/cubscouts2010.aspx to get the news on the changes coming to the 
Cub Scouts program in 2010. The changes are designed to make it easier than ever to be a Den 
Leader and provide a quality program to boys in your area.  

New Scout Handbook 

The New BSA handbook is out! The 12th edition of the handbook contains all new and updated 
information. Best of all, an electronic copy can be read anytime online at www.bsahandbook.org  
 
Also, note the following revisions to rank requirements effective Jan 1 2010, more information 
on how this will apply to current scouts will be coming out soon. 
 
2010 Rank Requirement Changes  
 
The centennial edition of the Boy Scout Handbook will soon be available, and with the new 
handbook come several rank requirement changes that will be in effect as of January 1, 2010. 
 
Tenderfoot  
 
� A Scout must teach another person how to tie a square knot using the EDGE model (explain, 
demonstrate, guide, and enable). He must also be able to discuss four specific examples of how 
he lived the points of the Scout Law in his daily life. 
 
Second Class 
 



� A Scout must discuss the principles of Leave No Trace and explain the factors to consider 
when choosing a patrol site and where to pitch a tent. 
� He must explain what respect is due the flag of the United States. 
� He must again discuss four examples of how he lived four different points of the Scout Law in 
his daily life. 
� He must earn an amount of money agreed upon by the Scout and his parents and save at least 
50 percent of it. 
 
First Class  
 
� An additional requirement to the 10 separate troop/patrol activities states he must demonstrate 
the principles of Leave No Trace on these outings. 
� He must discuss four more examples of how he lived the remaining four points of the Scout 
Law in his daily life. 
 
Life  
 
� A Scout must use the EDGE model to teach a younger Scout a specified skill. 
 
Star, Life, and Eagle 
 
� Troop Webmaster and Leave No Trace trainer are two new leadership positions. 
 

 

2010 Centennial Encampment  

The Atlanta Area Council is proud to present the 2010 Centennial Encampment! Not only will 
we be celebrating 100 years of Scouting adventures, we will also be celebrating 50 years of 
activities at Bert Adams Scout Reservation. Two big parties in one event, can you believe it? We 
aren’t talking about your grandpa’s Camp-O-Ree either! All Boy Scout Troops and Varsity 
Teams should be making plans now to be a part of Scouting’s Past, Present and Future at this 
once in a lifetime anniversary event. 
 
The Centennial Encampment will take place May 14-16, 2010 at the Bert Adams Scout 
Reservation. Cost per participant will be $10.00 which will include fees for all activities and a 
commemorative patch, fun, activites galore and an amazing arena show. It will not include meals 
which will be planned for by the Troop and prepared in site. Complete Registration information 
will be available on line in September of 2009 so keep your eyes on our website, 
www.atlantabsa.org.  
 



Most Districts will also hold Spring Camp-O-Rees and that is great but this is an Extra-Special 
Event celebrating 100 Years of the BSA and 50 Years of the Bert Adams Scout Reservation, this 
will be THE ONE that you will tell your grandkids about!!! Don’t miss it! 

 

Eagle applications 

 
Effective August 1, 2009, the national office will no longer accept Eagle applications prior to the 
2009 printing. The new Eagle Scout application (512-728) can be found on scouting.org. 
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/512-728_web.pdf. 

 

Merit Badge Universities 

 
General registration for the Cherokee District Fall 2009 Advance A Rama opens Oct 3. This 
event will be held at the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources on the campus of the 
University of Georgia 
 
Lockheed Martin Leadership Association is proud to present the Boy Scout Engineering Merit 
Badge at the Lockheed Martin Marietta Facility. The Event includes 4 Learning Sessions and a 
guided tour of the C-130J and F-22 Production Lines. The cost for the event will be $10 per 
scout, free for attending adults. The $10 fee will be used to purchase food for the event and 
provide the scout with an EVENT PATCH along with other small departing gifts. Some classes 
are interactive requiring scouts to build items or conduct experiments. All classes will involve 
some amount of writing so walk with a Pen / Pencil. For additional Information please e-mail 
christopher.d.howard@lmco.com 
 
http://www.meritbadge.info/mbn/EventDetails.aspx?ID=BAF59975-13E1-4E7B-BC3D-
3BC333D43075  
 

Activity Badge Classes 
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New Program Helps for Cub Leaders are Online 

Attention all Cub Scout Leaders! The 2009-2010 Cub Scout Program Helps are now available 
online! You will find these helps at this link: http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34409.pdf  

Please note the new format on this already helpful booklet! Print out as much or as little as you 
need to make your program a huge success! 
 
 
 

100th Anniversary Award for scouts and leaders 

 

Appears to be a brand new national award coming out....aimed at cubs, boy Scouts, and adult 
leaders. see second link 
  
http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/AYearOfCelebration.aspx 
  



http://ww2.scouting.org/100years/100years/sitefiles/1000/YourSource/PlanningTools/A_Year_of
_Celebration/BSA_Year_Patch_Earning.pdf 
  
 

 TRAINING 
 
Training Updates 

MyScouting and E-Learing 

FYI – Important to Help the Volunteers 

If any of the volunteers are having problems with either the E-Learning or the myscouting.org 
website please have them call the National “Help” desk at 1-800-627-3025 Option 1.  National 
office has to sort out these problems and reset the login and password.  When national switched 
from E-Learning to myscouting.org it created a lot of confusion with the volunteers.  This is 
something I cannot do here at the council office.  

I can help them on Advancement and Internet Rechartering problems 

Kate Hagen, Office Manager 

Direct Line: 770-956-3186 

email: khagen@bsamail.org 

 
 

 Training Calendar 

Updates to follow 

COUNCIL & NATIONAL EVENTS 

  

Summer Camp kickoff  
 
Please join us for the 2010 Boy Scout Summer Camp Kick-off Meeting on the evening of 
January 20, 2010 at the Atlanta Area Council, Volunteer Service Center, 1800 Circle 75 Pkwy. 
We will enjoy appetizers, fellowship and the unveiling of the 2010 Boy Scout Summer Camp 



Program for Bert Adams and Robert W. Woodruff Scout Reservations. Plan to arrive at 6:30pm 
for appetizers, the actual meeting will begin at 7:00pm. 
 
If you plan to attend the Kick-off meeting, please contact Donna Carr at (770) 989-8820, ext. 

2010, or e��mail: dcarr@atlantabsa.org New Scout Executive 
 
Tracy Techau as has been named as Scout Executive of the Atlanta Area Council effective 
December 1, 2009. 
 
With over 24 years of service as a professional Scouter in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Kansas City, 
Peoria, and Cincinnati (including service as Scout Executive in Peoria and Cincinnati), Tracy has 
established an impressive record of leadership including a series of notable accomplishments in 
his most recent assignment as Scout Executive of the Dan Beard Council in Cincinnati. Tracy, 
his wife Jean and their daughters Madison and Rachael will be a welcome addition to our city 
and our Council. Over the last two days a selection committee of volunteers appointed by your 
council executive committee has had an opportunity to interview Tracy in depth and has selected 
him from a group of well-qualified professionals as the best possible candidate to take our 
Council to the next level in serving youth throughout the Atlanta metropolitan area. 

Scout Float in Rose Bowl Parade 

Be sure to tune in, as the BSA will have a float celebrating our 100th year in the Rose Bowl 
Parade. http://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2009/12/first-look-at-the-bsas-100th-anniversary-
float.html  

 

Scout Fest is coming! 

ScoutFest will be here next year! What is ScoutFest? It’s a super scout expo, in celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the BSA. See 
http://www.atlantabsa.org/openrosters/DocDownload.asp?id=53151  for details. This will be a 
lifetime memorable event for you, your scouts, and your unit. Click the link and start thinking 
about what you plan to do today!  



 

 

Scout Days 

  Scout Day at Ringling Bros and Barnum & Bailey Circ us  is now available 

for you to sign up. Click here for more information on how to sign up, dates, and 
pricing. 

  

  

Join us for Scout day at the Gwinnett Gladiators  on February 
6, 2010. Click here for more information on how to participate 
and purchase tickets. 

  

  

 Scout Day at the Atlanta Hawks 
and Atlanta Thrashers is now available for registration. The Atlanta Hawks and 
Thrashers would like to congraduate every Scout that sold at least one popcorn 
tin this year. Click here for more information on how to participate in the Scout 
Day at the Atlanta Hawks and Atlanta Thrashers. 

  

 

Venturing Winterfest 

More info to follow…. 



http://atlantabsa.doubleknot.com/openrosters/DocDownload.asp?id=68155  

 

 


